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Congrats, Class of 2019! CU Pharmacy
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confers 166 degrees during commencement
The CU Skaggs School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences conferred a total of
166 degrees during the 2019 commencement ceremony, hosted May 25 on the CU
Anschutz Medical Campus.

Of those, the school awarded:

133 traditional entry level PharmD degrees
26 Distance Degrees and Programs PharmD degrees
7 PhDs

The ceremony was a chance for faculty to share a few final words of advice with the
Class of 2019.

Dr. Robert Scheinman, who was awarded the Chancellor's Teaching Recognition Award
for 2019 and spoke during commencement, emphasized the importance of connecting
with patients through stories.

“Stories define us: who we are, who we’d like to become, the path, the meaning of our
lives," he said. “By putting effort into this, you will become part of their story and they will
become part of yours ... Stories, connection — your words have more power than you
could possible imagine. Learn how to use them.”

Dr. Ty Kiser, the recipient of the President’s Excellence in Teaching Award, told the
crowd of graduates to think of themselves as "a fancy new antibiotic."

"Today, you are FDA-approved — you are available on the market. Like all new
antibiotics, you are put through years of vigorous testing,” he said, adding it will take
time to prove themselves to other healthcare providers and patients, but he encouraged
them to keep trying.

“You all graduate with the same degree today from a top 25 school of pharmacy," he
said. "And when you, this new antibiotic, come to market, you’re going to have
expectations about how you can be optimally used, which situations are the best use of
your skills and which conditions meet your personal and professional goals."

To see a gallery of photos from commencement activities, click here.

A posthumous degree, a long
journey to a PhD, pharmacy
families and more: Read about
the Class of 2019

The latest edition of Pharmacy
Perspectives features the journeys CU
Pharmacy traveled to earn their degrees.

From a posthumous degree to weddings
and awards, this year's graduates had
plenty of stories to tell.

Didn't get a copy of the latest
Perspectives in person during
commencement events? Read all about
our graduates right here.
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Read more

CU Pharmacy student Danielle Lucero poses for a photo with Dean Ralph Altiere after accepting the
Teresa McMahan-Shulkin Memorial Scholarship at the annual awards convocation.

CU Pharmacy students earn recognition
during annual awards convocation
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In a night of recognition and remembrance, more than 40 University of Colorado Skaggs
School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences students took home awards and
scholarships during the school’s annual Awards Convocation event.

The event, hosted May 3 on the CU Anschutz Medical Campus, marked the first time
three new scholarships were awarded: The Erin Terrio Memorial Scholarship, the Glenn
D. and Jennifer M. Appelt Scholarship and the C. David Elm Pharmacy Practice
Scholarship.

The Erin Terrio Memorial Scholarship was created in honor of Erin Terrio, a dedicated
student who died in 2016 from complications of cystic fibrosis, a disease she battled her
entire life. Terrio was recognized for her determination to complete her studies at the
end of the fall 2016 semester before she passed away and received a posthumous
degree at CU Pharmacy’s commencement ceremony May 24. The scholarship was
awarded to Elizabeth Ko.

The Glenn D. and Jennifer M. Appelt Scholarship, awarded to student Chelsea Vallejos,
was created in memory of former CU Pharmacy professor Glenn Appelt, who spent a 30
years with the school and is remembered for his kindness and dedication to research
and teaching.

The C. David Elm Scholarship is named after the former longtime CU Apothecary
manager and goes to an active or honorably discharged member of the U.S. Armed
Forces or a dependent of one. In his time with CU, Dr. Elm mentored more than 1,000
students. Dr. Elm attended the awards convocation to present the scholarship to student
Dario Martinez.Click here to read more and see a full list of honorees.

Student Elizabeth Ko poses for a photo with Jennifer Terrio after accepting the inaugural Erin Terrio
Memorial Scholarship; Chelsea Vallejos stands for a photos with Jennifer Appelt, center, and Christy
Watkins after being awarded the Glenn D. and Jennifer M. Appelt Scholarship; and Dario Martinez
poses for a photo with C. David Elm after being awarded the C. David Elm Pharmacy Practice
Scholarship.

CU Pharmacy will be home
to Center for Prescription
Drug Abuse Prevention
The Colorado Consortium for Prescription
Drug Abuse recently announced the
Skaggs School of Pharmacy and
Pharmaceutical Sciences will be the home
of the Center for Prescription Drug Abuse
Prevention.

The newly established center, which will
continue to host the Consortium and
facilitate its efforts to work with partners to
coordinate Colorado’s response to the
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Dr. Rob Valuck

opioid crisis, will be led by Consortium
Director and CU Pharmacy faculty
member Rob Valuck, PhD, RPh (Class of
1987).

The goal of the center is to prevent and
treat substance use disorders by
improving medical care available and
provided to patients in the Colorado and
Rocky Mountain region.

To meet this goal, the center will facilitate
interdisciplinary research, promote
evidence-based clinical practices, provide
education and training to health care and
public health practitioners and develop
new care models for the treatment of pain
and substance use disorders.

Across the CU Anschutz Medical Campus,
the center also will engage faculty and
staff from multiple disciplines to focus new
research and clinical activities on
prescription drug abuse, following a vision
of making the center one of the nation’s
leaders in research, education and
community engagement.
 



CU Pharmacy student
awarded John Dice
Memorial Scholarship
Megan Williams was about to begin
pharmacy school when her 5-year-old
nephew was diagnosed with
medulloblastoma, a cancerous brain
tumor that starts in the lower back part of
the brain.

Williams, a fourth-year student, already
knew she wanted to become a
pharmacist, but watching a team of
professionals care for her nephew was
inspiring.

"I saw him go through radiation and
chemo and there was a lot of support from
people at the pediatric hospital in Omaha,
where he was being treated," she said.
"And I want to be able to give that back to
other patients.”

Nearly four years later, Williams' nephew,
now 9, is in remission and healthy. In the
spring, Williams was one of two
students in the U.S. to be awarded the
John Dice Memorial Student
Scholarship by the Pediatric Pharmacy
Association. To qualify for the scholarship,
Williams had to demonstrate a proven
interest in pediatric pharmacy and show
that she has a record of being involved in
programs and volunteer efforts that focus
on the well-being of children. Click here to
read more.

Dr. Sunny Linnebur named
president of American
Geriatrics Society
When Dr. Sunny Linnebur was still a
student, she never dreamed the rest of
her career would focus on geriatric care.

“It was kind of a surprise to me,” said
Linnebur, a professor in the Department of
Clinical Pharmacy at the CU Skaggs
School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical
Sciences. “And it was because I really
lacked exposure to the older adult patient
population.”

Now, with a well-established career in the
field, she has a 6,000-member platform to
use to help spread awareness about
geriatrics — and help healthcare
professionals of several disciplines find a
professional home within the field.

Linnebur was recently named the
president of the American Geriatrics
Society, an international organization
focused on improving the health,
independence and quality of life of older
people. She is the first female pharmacist
and only the fourth non-physician to hold
the position in 75 years. She officially took
over as president during the society’s
Annual Scientific Meeting hosted at the
beginning of May in Portland, Oregon.
Click here to read more.
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Dr. David Kroll and Dr. Jacci Bainbridge

CU Pharmacy faculty weigh in on Denver mushroom vote
Denver made history in May by effectively decriminalizing psychedelic mushrooms —
and experts at the University of Colorado Skaggs School of Pharmacy and
Pharmaceutical Sciences say the vote marks an important development for the drug,
but only time will tell of its impact in a clinical setting.

The initiative, which passed by a close margin and was certified by the city of Denver on
May 16, means that arresting anyone for personal possession, consumption or growth
of “magic mushrooms” is a low priority for law enforcement. It also prohibits Denver from
using city funds to prosecute similar cases.

Hallucinogenic mushrooms haven’t been fully legalized — and unlike marijuana, people
won’t be able to legally buy and sell them in the city.

But Dr. David Kroll, a CU Pharmacy professor and the director of masters and certificate
programs, said the vote comes on the heels of a big development for psilocybin, the
hallucinogenic chemical derived from mushrooms that was recently granted
“breakthrough therapy” designation by the Food and Drug Administration. Click here to
read more.

Dr. Ashley Glode to present
medical marijuana
prescription study
Dr. Ashley Glode, an assistant professor in
the Department of Clinical Pharmacy, is
presenting a study at the American Society
for Clinical Oncology's Annual Meeting that

http://click.communications.cu.edu/?qs=99f401ab2a03a21596fb01efe19707218dcd59cb45b3049e69dbfe60123e2e0973f0f057d573876ceca68c03b18c3db9e9f2f83c0d173da2


shows cancer care providers see benefits
to medical marijuana, but are not
necessarily comfortable prescribing it to
patients.

The study shows that while 73 percent of
surveyed oncology providers believe that
medical marijuana has benefits for cancer
patients, only 46 percent are comfortable
recommending it.

Read more about her research in the
Colorado Cancer Blogs.

In the News

Check out the CU Pharmacy alumni and experts that were featured in the news
recently:

The Colorado Sun: With Denver's vote on magic mushrooms, will Colorado
anchor a psychedelic medicine revolution? - CU Pharmacy professor and
director of masters and certificate programs Dr. David Kroll talked about
alternative medicine for patients who do not respond to traditional treatments for
depression, anxiety, PTSD and substance abuse.
9News: How pharmacists can play a role in spotting signs and symptoms of
mental illness - Dr. Ben Chavez talked about a push to train pharmacists around
the country to spot signs of mental health issues.
9News: 9Health Fair Results Week - Dr. Emily Kosirog spoke with 9Health on
Facebook Live about diabetes and interpreting results from the 9Health Fair.
Fox 31: Lyons pharmacist given jail, $55,000 penalty for narcotics sales - Dr.
Rob Valuck was sought out to comment on a concerning, rare crime.
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