Students in the University of Colorado Doctor of Pharmacy program are required to complete eight elective credit hours, in four different courses, of which two credit hours must be a "P3 only" elective offered in the Spring Semester of the P3 year.

The intent of offering elective courses is to provide students with an opportunity to engage in learning experiences beyond those included in the required curriculum. Consistent with ACPE standards for professional programs leading to the Doctor of Pharmacy degree, multiple opportunities are provided throughout the curriculum for students to take elective courses that develop areas of personal interest, to expand understanding of professional opportunities, and to achieve the outcomes of the curriculum.

The following policies apply to courses that can be taken for elective credit:

1.  A course for elective credit can be offered to and taken by any student in the first three years of the curriculum (P1-P3) provided:
· the student has satisfied the prerequisites for the course 
· the course does not conflict with other courses being taken by the student
NOTE: P1s are not allowed to take elective courses in the P1 fall semester

2.  Remote pathway students are allowed to take all elective courses, EXCEPT for the following three elective courses (PHRD 7815, 7857, 7890).  These three courses require students to be physically on campus for all classes.  No remote pathway students will be registered in these courses.

3.  Independent study courses may be used to meet elective requirements of the curriculum provided that the course does not conflict with other courses being taken by the student.  Only two credit hours of any independent study may count towards elective credit hours.  Students are allowed to complete two independent studies for a total of four elective credit hours to count towards the required eight credit hours.

4.  Registration for elective courses is conducted in the following order:
· P3s register first; P2s register second, P1s register last
· Students self-register thru their student portal.  Allocation of course seats is done by order of registration.
Extenuating academic circumstances may dictate a change in this order.  

5.  All elective course requirements must be completed before a student is permitted to progress to the P4 year.

6.  Additional tuition expenses may be incurred for elective courses taken during the summer.

7.  The content of an elective must have outcomes and complement or enhance the core curriculum.


Elective Course Offerings
· Elective courses are offered once in an academic year, either Fall or Spring.  Exceptions are both medical Spanish courses and Seminar in Pharmaceutical Sciences are offered both semesters.
· Not all elective courses are offered every academic year. The course director’s availability determines when/if the course will be offered.  
· Courses with low enrollment may be canceled prior to the start of the semester.


Current elective courses as of July 2025
PHRD 7808: Intro to Pharmaceutical Industry (P2/P3 if schedule allows) Fall
PHRD 7810: Applied Pharmaceutical Outcomes Research Methods (P2 only) Spring
PHRD 7812: Seminar in Pharmaceutical Sciences (P2 only) Fall & Spring
PHRD 7815: Physical Assessment/Examination in Pharmacy (P2/P3 if schedule allows) Fall
PHRD 7828: Advanced Diabetes Management (P2 Only) Spring
PHRD 7830: Infectious Diseases (P3 only) Spring
PHRD 7835: Advanced Cardiovascular Pharmacotherapy (P3 only) Spring
PHRD 7842: Medical Use of Cannabis (P3 only) Fall
PHRD 7844: Special Topics in Compounding (P3 only) Fall
PHRD 7850: Geriatric Pharmacy (P3 only) Spring
PHRD 7857: Compounding (P2 only) Spring
PHRD 7860: Integrated Health & Medicine (P2/P3 if schedule allows) Spring
PHRD 7870: Pediatric Pharmacy (P3 only) Fall
PHRD 7876: Advanced Psychiatric Pharmacy (P3 only) Fall
PHRD 7882: Drugs of Abuse (P3 only) Spring
PHRD 7885: Acute Care Pharmacotherapy (P3 only) Spring
PHRD 7890: Advanced Oncology Pharmacy (P3 only) Spring
PHRD 7895: Beginning Medical Spanish (P1 Spring thru P3 Fall)
PHRD 7896: Intermediate Medical Spanish (P1 Spring thru P3 Fall)

