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	RESEARCH NEWS
	NOTES FROM THE ADRGS
	DEAN TSUJI WELCOME
	Please join us in welcoming Dean Brian Tsuji, a nationally recognized leader in antimicrobial pharmacology whose research focuses on developing innovative combination therapies to combat antibiotic-resistant “superbugs.” His work integrates advanced modeling with laboratory and translational studies to improve treatment outcomes and pave the way for new clinical strategies.
	Dean Tsuji is equally committed to supporting graduate education, mentoring students through hands-on, high-impact research experiences. His current trainees include Lu Han (first year) and Yang Liu (third year), reflecting his dedication to developing the next generation of scientists.
	We are excited to welcome his leadership and look forward to the continued growth of our research and graduate programs.


	The ADRGS is Here to Support
	Supporting our faculty, students, and research staff is central to the School of  Pharmacy’s mission. The ADRGS team partners with you across the full research and  graduate education lifecycle—from proposal development and award management to  graduate training and program success.
	ADRGS leadership - under the direction of the Director of Research Administration -  provides strategic, academic, and operational oversight for research and graduate programs, ensuring strong infrastructure, compliance, and coordination across the School. Research Services are led by our Lead Grants Administrator and supported by Grants Specialists, who work closely with faculty and lab staff on proposal preparation, award management, reporting, and close‑out to support responsible stewardship of research funding. Graduate Programs are supported by our Graduate Program Administrator and Graduate Program Coordinator, who manage day‑to‑day operations for MS and PhD programs, including admissions, onboarding, student progression, compliance, and program logistics.
	We are committed to making research administration and graduate training as effective and seamless as possible. Please reach out—ADRGS is here to support your work.

	Welcome Jonathan Chan to the ADRGS Team!
	Please join us in welcoming the newest edition to the ADRGS team, Jonathan Chan, Grants Specialist! Jonathan recently joined the team in Spring 2026, and has already taken on a leadership position in the Staff Collective as the Treasurer. Jonathan moved from Nebraska, where he served as the Agency Budget Management Analyst for the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services. He is eager to learn and serve the vibrant research community at the Skaggs School of Pharmacy and Pharmacetuical Sciences. We’re excited to have Jonathan on board and look forward to the contributions he’ll bring to the team and research community!

	SSPPS Graduate Student Symposium 2026
	The SSPPS Graduate Programs hosted a dynamic and engaging Spring Symposium on April 17, 2026, bringing together students, faculty, and alumni for a full day of research presentations and community connection. The event began with a welcome from program leadership, followed by an inspiring keynote address from Dr. Ron Dror of the Stanford Artificial Intelligence Lab and an interactive Q&A session. Attendees explored a wide range of student research during platform presentations and two poster sessions, highlighting innovative work across the program. The symposium also featured an engaging alumni panel, offering valuable insights and career perspectives. The day concluded with award presentations and closing remarks, celebrating the outstanding achievements of student researchers. It was a vibrant day of discovery, collaboration, and celebration of graduate scholarship.
	Platform Talk Winner
	Poster Presentation Winners
	Pharmaceutical Sciences PhD: Emily Giedraitis Toxicology: Jon Woodward Pharmaceutical Outcomes Research: Deepika Paratane Pharmaceutical Sciences MS: David Angarita
	Anna Figueroa, Pharmaceutical Sciences PhD Student


	Graduate Student Social Events
	To conclude the spring semester, activities were held to strengthen community ties among students in their respective programs. Student representatives from each program conducted surveys to gather input and ideas for these activities. By collaborating with the Associate Dean for Research and Graduate Studies, the Office of Culture and Wellness, Program Directors, Program Administrators, and Program Coordinators, the student representatives successfully brought these suggestions to life. We hope each activity served as a reminder of the camaraderie shared among students, both in and out of the lab, as well as the unwavering support their program provides.

	Eat What You Cook!
	Together, the Associate Dean of Culture and Wellness, Dr. Erika Freitas, and the Associate Dean of Research and Graduate Studies, Dr. Manisha Patel, hosted a Graduate Cooking Class on Friday, April 3, 2026 at the CU Anschutz Health and Wellness Center kitchen. Two dietitians led students and faculty through the recipe, demonstrating key tasks such as knife safety skills and cooking techniques. Participants worked in pairs to cut, prepare, and cook the food, and concluded the class by enjoying a family-style meal together. It was a flavorful lunch filled with learning, laughter, and a dash of culinary creativity.

	Pharmaceutical Sciences PhD Program
	On Wednesday, May 27, 2026, graduate students from the Pharmaceutical Sciences PhD Program met at Friends of Friends located inside the Stanley Marketplace to get imaginative and paint some pottery. Creativity and conversation flowed, as everyone decorated their ceramic trinkets. The night ended with delicious Mediterranean food from Boychik. It was a memorable evening of creativity, good company, and great food!

	Toxicology PhD Program
	Toxicology PhD students enjoyed an evening out at the Nature & Science Museum on Friday, June 5, 2026. The night began with a delicious dinner at Culinary Dropout, where students gathered to relax, connect, and enjoy great food together. Following dinner, the group headed to the museum to explore the exhibits without the usual crowds and experience the exciting World’s Largest Dinosaur temporary exhibit. Overall, the evening was a wonderful opportunity for students to unwind, strengthen connections, and enjoy a memorable experience together outside of the classroom and lab.

	Pharmaceutical Outcomes Research PhD Program
	On Friday, June 5, 2026, graduate students from the Pharmaceutical Outcomes Research PhD Program met at EscapeWorks to work together as a team in an escape room. They were seconds away from escaping the room but the buzzer rang singnaling they were out of time. The night went on with delicious Thai food from Aloy Modern Thai. It was a memorable evening of problemsolving, good company, and delicious food!
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	Graduation Celebration and MS Hooding Ceremony
	The Graduation Celebration and MS Student Hooding Ceremony was held on May 15th, 2026, to honor graduates receiving Doctor of Philosophy and Master of Science degrees in Pharmaceutical Sciences.
	Faculty, family members, friends, and classmates gathered to recognize the dedication, scholarship, and perseverance of the graduating class as students marked an important milestone in their academic and professional journeys.

	Outstanding MS Student Award 2025-2026
	Among those recognized was Praveen Ramaswamy. Praveen is the recipient of the Graduate School Dean’s Outstanding Master’s Student Award winner for the 2025-2026 school year. Mentored by Dr. Dan LaBarbera and Dr. Anastacia Garcia in Pediatrics/Cardiology, Praveen used high-content screening for novel therapeutics to treat hypoplastic left heart syndrome, while maintaining a perfect 4.0 GPA in graduate coursework. Praveen is the first recipient of the award from the Pharmaceutical Sciences Master’s Program.
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	Pharmaceutical Sciences PhD Student Successes
	Toxicology PhD Student Successes
	Pharmaceutical Outcomes Research PhD Student Successes
	Pharmaceutical Sciences MS Student Successes
	The following MSPS graduates have been accepted into PhD programs at the Skaggs School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences for Fall 2026:
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